
1 
 
 

 

Hawthorne Elementary Walking Audit 
May 2012 
Seattle, WA 
 

  

Figure 1 – Hawthorne Elementary Walking Audit participants May 17th, 2012 
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Safe Routes to School Program at Hawthorne 
Elementary School, Seattle WA 
 
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) is a growing movement to 
encourage and support active commuting by school children 
and families. At the intersection of public health, public safety, 
education, and transportation, SRTS helps communities create 
a balanced alternative to an automobile-centered culture. 
Safe Routes to School programs break barriers and solutions 
into their “5 E” components: Education, Encouragement, 
Enforcement, Engineering, and Evaluation. In short, the goal of 
the Safe Routes to School program is to encourage kids to 
walk and bike safely to school. 
 
Why Encourage Kids to Walk and Bike to School? Increasing 
kids’ physical activity lowers obesity rates, improves lung-
related health, and enhances readiness to learn by lowering 
stress levels.  However, over the past generation activity levels 
and obesity rates have gotten worse: the share of students 
who walk or bike to school has fallen from 48 percent to 13 
percent, while childhood obesity rates have tripled. This 
change has serious consequences; obesity’s role in diabetes 
and heart disease make it one of the two leading causes of 
preventable death in King County. 
 
Who is involved in the Safe Routes to Schools Program? 
Safe Routes to Schools programs rely on a diverse group of 
participants. Under the Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) Safe Route to School program, the 
primary participants are: 

City of Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT): SDOT is 
the managing and fiscal agent of the Hawthorn SRTS grant. 
SDOT has a SRTS department that focuses grant funds and 
funding from the Bridging the Gap Levy on safe pedestrian and 
bicycle transportation enhancements near schools. SDOT 
crews executes all grant-related engineering improvements. 
SDOT’s SRTS Coordinator, Brian Dougherty, is involved in all 
aspects of this grant. 
 
Feet First: Feet First, Washington’s  only pedestrian advocacy 
nonprofit organization, has been working to ensure walkable 
communities since 2001. Feet First promotes walkable 
communities for health, transportation, environment and 
enjoyment, helping people take steps that create better 
places to live, learn, shop, work and play. Feet First  manages 
the Education, Encouragement and Evaluation aspects of the 
grant. 
 
Hawthorne Elementary: The school, led by the Friends of 
Hawthorne PTA and community volunteers, applied for 
Washington State Department of Transportation Safe Routes 
to School grant with the intent to improve conditions for 
walking and biking to school. The school teachers and staff are 
critical allies in creating opportunities to engage students to 
participate in education and encouragement events that are 
part of the SRTS grant. 
 
Parents/Students/Community Members: Parents, students 
and community members can provide invaluable information 
on their community’s assets and barriers. These participants 
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are the clients of this grant and are a critical to the success of 
the project. 
 
Cascade Bicycle Club Education Foundation: The Cascade 
Bicycle Club Education Foundation (CBCEF) was created in 
2001 to provide education programs and consulting services 
to the local community, in the interest of creating a better 
community through bicycling. CBCEF works with schools on 
fitness programs and Safe Routes to School grants. 
 
What is a walking audit? 
A walking audit is an opportunity for community members to 
gain firsthand knowledge of students’ walking environment 
and to jointly develop improvement strategies. Parents, 
students, school staff, district transportation and health staff, 
city staff, and other community members tour commonly-
used walking routes as a group, discuss problems and possible 
solutions, and take notes which contribute to a final report. 
The report can be used as a tool to engage departments of 
transportation officials, policy makers, and community 
members in making the school neighborhood more walkable. 
The report can also be used to suggest specific engineering 
improvements as well as education and enforcement 
strategies. The report also serves to document the progress of 
the Safe Routes to School grant and lay a foundation for 
further funding. 
 
Project Details / Methodology 
The following steps were undertaken to produce the walking 
audit event and report. 

1)  Information Gathering: Feet First met with Pete 
Intravartolo, the Hawthorne Elementary PTA president, to 
gain an understanding of where students live, where they 
go after school, and the biggest challenges they face as 
walkers and cyclists. Peter shared documents and 
information that had been gathered for the WSDOT grant 
application.  
 
2)  Ground-Truthing: Feet First visited the neighborhood 
and compared map data and in- person observations. Notes 
and photographs were taken on pedestrian infrastructure-
related assets and issues. Based on these observations, 
points of interest were chosen and a route map was 
prepared for the community walking audit. The map was 
distributed electronically to parent, Pete Intravartolo, as 
well as other involved parents, teachers, and community 
members. Based on the feedback from these stakeholders 
the route was adjusted to represent the goals and concerns 
of the community members.  
 
3)   Scheduling:  Thursday, May 17th, 2012 was chosen for 
the walking audit event. This day was chosen based on 
availability of the school and participants’ schedules. The 
audit was conducted from 5pm to 8pm in the evening.  
 
4) Outreach: The Pete Intravortolo worked with school staff 
and PTA members to encourage participation from parents, 
city staff, and other community members. Fliers and 
newsletter material were provided for outreach to the 
school community. 
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5) Group Participation:  Audit participants were given maps, 
clipboards, and digital cameras. During the event, Feet First 
led the walk and facilitated conversation about safe walking 
in the neighborhood. Participants recorded their 
observations by writing on the maps and taking 
photographs. Community members who were unable to 
participate on the walking audit were encouraged to walk 
the audit route, complete the field note form and return 
their comments to Feet First by June 1st. 
 
6) Reporting: Feet First collected the comments and 
cameras, and then compiled the findings into this report. 
The field notes represent the compiled comments and 
corresponding photographs taken by participants.  

 

Hawthorne Elementary School: List of 
Participants 
 
In order to gather participants for the community walking 
audit, Peter Intravartolo worked with the principal, faculty, 
and staff at Hawthorne Elementary School to gather parents, 
neighbors, and concerned citizens together for the event. 
Susan Moore followed up with community members that 
were not able to participate in order to gather their feedback 
after the event as well. A full list of participants is included in 
the appendix of this report.  

 
 

Overview of Hawthorne Elementary School 
 
Hawthorne Elementary serves 297 K-5 students in the Mount 
Baker neighborhood of the City of Seattle. Of those, 
approximately 225 live within two miles. According to the Safe 
Routes to School Student In-Class Travel Tally, only 15 
students currently walk to school. While 193 arrive by school 
bus, 85 arrive by private vehicle, 2 are part of a carpool, and 2 
arrive by public transportation. In addition to the students 
who attend Hawthorne Elementary, there are 3,617 children 
of K-5 age within two miles of the school. This number 
includes children attending private schools as well as other 
nearby public elementary schools. 
 
Notes on School Parking Lots 
As part of the Washington State Department of 
Transportation Safe Routes to School grant, Feet First is 
conducting an in-depth twelve-month analysis of student 
drop-off and pick-up procedures for Hawthorne Elementary 
school. Please contact Feet First SRTS Program Director Jen 
Cole by calling 206-652-2310 ext. 2 or emailing 
jen@feetfirst.org for questions or concerns regarding the pick-
up and drop-off study. Some general observations about 
school ground and drop-off and pick-up routines are noted 
here. 
 
School drop-off and pick-up areas often pose particular 
difficulty for students getting to school. The combination of 
high numbers of family vehicles, yellow bus service, 
pedestrians, and bicycle traffic can make the final approach to 
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the school difficult for students and adults alike. 
 
To make a clear separation between different travel modes it 
is important to have discrete areas dedicated to bus loading, 
family vehicles, and bicycles and pedestrians. Signage and 
curb striping should be unambiguous. Schools should 
distribute information that clearly states the school 
procedures, and adequate staffing should be provided to 
supervise each area. 
 
Hawthorne Elementary School Walking Audit 
 
Walking Audit Route 
The map to the right shows the walking audit route. The route 
was determined based on community input on the areas near 
the school that most impact safe walking routes for student 
and community members near Hawthorne Elementary. 
 
Top Observations for the Walking 
Environment of Hawthorne Elementary 
School 
 
Topography: Hawthorne Elementary is positioned at the top of 
a steep hill. The approach to the school from all sides is 
considerable. For example, one block north of the school, 
from the intersection of Cascadia Ave S and S Andover St east 
to the intersection of 42nd Ave S and S Andover St, the 
elevation changes sixty feet. Likewise there is a seventy-foot 

elevation change from the intersection of Cascadia Ave S and 
S Genesee St to Cascadia Ave S and S Dakota St. These 
changes in elevation often happen in relatively short distances 
of one to three blocks, creating a very steep grade change.  
 
Topography Affects Sightlines: The topography of the 
Hawthorne neighborhood greatly affects visibility for 
pedestrians, bikers, and drivers alike. Several intersections in 
the neighborhood are difficult to cross as a result of the 
reduced visibility. 

 
Figure 2 – Hawthorn Elementary Walking Audit route. 

 



7 
 
 

 

Neighborhood parks and open space: Hawthorne Elementary 
is located near several large public parks and public open 
spaces, including: 
• Lake Washington (1/2 mile) 
• Genesee Park (1/8 mile) 
• Columbia Park (7/8 mile) 
• Columbia City Link Light Rail (1 mile – accessible almost 

entirely by a series of separated walking paths through 
public parks) 

 
Vehicle Speed: 38th Ave S and S Genesee St are both connector 
streets with high volumes of vehicle traffic. SDOT is currently 
conducting a series of speed studies to determine the 
percentage of drivers exceeding the posted twenty-five mile 
an hour speed limit. Speed and traffic volume along S Genesee 
St is also a critical concern.  
 

Top Recommendations for Hawthorne 
Elementary School 
 
The orange location points represent the areas on the walking 
audit that are top priorities Hawthorne Elementary 
community members. Recommendations are outlined below.  
 
The blue points represent locations on the walking audit route 
which impact the walking environment but are not a top 
priority. Some of these noted locations are positive attributes 
as well as others that negatively impact the walking 
environment. These areas should be considered for future 

projects.  
 
Yellow highlights areas of the neighborhood where the 
walking environment is negatively impacted by overgrown 
vegetation. Community members can take immediate action 
to improve these areas. 

 

Overgrown Vegetation (#2/7/13/16/19): 
Clear Overgrown Vegetation: This is a great opportunity for 
Hawthorne community members to reach out to other 

Figure 3 – Hawthorn Elementary Walking Audit Top Recommendation Areas 
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Figure 5– Corner of Cascadia Ave S & S  Dakota St 

neighbors and discuss the Safe Routes to School program. 
Invite neighbors to participate in helping to keep the 
sidewalks free and clear of debris, vegetation and other 
physical obstacles that impede on the sidewalk. Work with 
property owners to cut back and maintain vegetation, keeping 
the sidewalks clear so students and community members alike 
can walk in the neighborhood. Clearing the sidewalks of 
vegetation is a short-term action that community members 
can begin working on immediately. Removing the evergreen 
shrub on 41st and Dakota (#2) would greatly increase visibility 
for both drivers and pedestrians. 
 
Cascadia Ave S and S Dakota St (#3):   
Clarify Rules for Pick-Up and Drop-Off: During the school pick-
up and drop-off times, drivers often park and idle within thirty 
feet of the intersection corners. Based on Feet First’s early 
observations of the pick-up and drop-off procedure, idling in 
the no parking zone affects the visibility of pedestrians 
crossing the street. Hawthorne community members, teachers 
and staff can work with Feet First to develop a pick-up and 

drop-off system that 
reduces congestion and 
discourages this 
behavior. Outside of the 
hours associated with 
pickup and drop off, 
parking too close to the 
corners does not seem 
to be particularly 
problematic.  

 
Crossing Guard Station: There are no stop signs at the 
intersection of Cascadia Ave S and S Dakota St. Many 
intersections throughout the City of Seattle function well 
without stop signs, however, during school hours it may 
benefit the school and the community to position a paid 
crossing guard here to enforce vehicle traffic to slow and/or 
stop for pedestrians. 
 
Adapt Parking: Currently, the right of way on the NE corner of 
the intersection serves as parking for school staff to 
compensate for the small on campus parking area. After 
school hours the area is often free of cars. When cars are 
parked in this area, the vehicles block the sidewalk preventing 
pedestrian access and diminishing visibility for pedestrians, 
bikers, and car drivers. Feet First, school parents, teachers, 
and staff should work together to evaluate this area as part of 
the circulation plan. There is a potential for this space to be 
used more efficiently to alleviate the congestion during school 
pick-up and drop-off 
times. Additionally, 
review with SDOT the 
potential to adjust this 
parking area with angle 
in parking. 
 
Create a School/ 
Community Mural: 
During the walking 
audit, one student 

Figure 4 – No Parking Zone 
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suggested painting a mural on the large white retaining wall 
on the NE corner of the intersection. Work with the property 
owner and school champions to see if this would be possible. 
This community mural project could potentially coincide with 
other SRTS programing and behavior changes associated with 
the school pick-up and drop-off procedures while increasing 
awareness of the school zone.  
 
38th Ave S and S Dakota St (#6):  
According to SDOT data, speed studies show that drivers in 
both the northbound and southbound directions consistently 
drive above posted speed limits. Community members noted 
that speeding on 38th Ave S is a major safety concern for 
pedestrians trying to cross east-west. One teacher mentioned 
that the sight lines are so bad that she is concerned about 
hiking a biker when crossing 38th. Participants noted that 
crossing the street is not only difficult at S Dakota St but also 
at most intersections along 38th Ave S. SDOT should develop 
long-term engineering and road design solutions to address 
speeding along the length of 38th Ave S. However, because of 
the proximity of the S Dakota St intersection to Hawthorne 
Elementary, this intersection warrants immediate 
improvements to decrease vehicle speed and improve 
pedestrian safety. 
 
Highlight and/or Restripe Crosswalk: Work with SDOT to 
highlight the crosswalk at this location. This could include 
exchanging the existing paving material with a more visible 
surface that would increase pedestrian visibility to drivers. 
Restriping the crosswalk would also be an improvement to 

this location   
 
Install Pedestrian Flag 
Bucket: In order to 
address safety 
concerns immediately, 
community members 
can work with Feet 
First to install a 
pedestrian flag bucket 
at this location at the 
crosswalk location. 
Work with Hawthorne Elementary PE teachers to teach 
students how to safety cross the street and use the flags to 
improve visibility. 
 
Enforce Traffic Law Compliance: Work with the Seattle Police 
Department to enforce compliance to posted speed limits. 
Use this as an opportunity to increase driver awareness of the 
school zone. 
 
Install Overhead Lights and/or Flashing Beacon: Many 
participants noted that during much of the school day this 
intersection is poorly lit, making it difficult for drivers to see 
pedestrians. Work with SDOT and Seattle City Light to improve 
lighting at this intersection. 
 
38th Ave S and S Andover St (#8):  
As is mentioned in the recommendation for 38th Ave S and S 
Dakota St, the speed of vehicles traveling northbound and 

Figure 6 – Pedestrians, Biker and vehicles at the 
corner of 38th Ave S an S Andover St.  
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southbound on 38th Ave S is significant. The input of 
participants regarding this intersecting is that it is difficult as a 
walker and as a driver to cross at this intersection. A number 
of factors make this a difficult place to cross. Unlike the 
intersection at S Dakota St, S Andover St does not have a 
marked crosswalk.  Additionally, the west side of S Andover St 
has a significant change in grade. When drivers are waiting to 
turn left or right from the west side of S Andover St onto 38th 
Ave S they have limited visibility of both cars and pedestrians.   
 
 
Education:  
This intersection should be avoided as a crossing location 
based on the combination of factors listed above. The Safe 
Route to School Map for Hawthorne Elementary intentionally 
funnels students away from this intersection and encourages 
students to cross at 38th Ave S and S Dakota St. With funding 
from the Safe Routes to School, Feet First and the Hawthorne 
community should educate and encourage students and 
community members to walk use S Dakota St as the preferred 
intersection to cross 38th Ave S. 
 
42nd Ave S and S Andover St (#10):  
Many participants noted that vehicles traveling east on S 
Andover St to the intersection with 42nd Ave S turn quickly 
slowing down. Participants also noted that 42nd Ave S is a 
common through street for drivers avoiding the congestions 
and traffic on Rainier Ave S and the periodic street closures of 
43rd Ave S. Even though SDOT speed studies show that the 
majority of drivers comply with posted speed limit signs, the 

feeling within the community is that these speeds are still 
significantly too fast for conditions and exceeds  what feels 
appropriate for neighbhorhood streets.  
 
Community Action: Additionally, the neighborhood can begin 
a program known as the ‘Neighborhood Pace Car’. Residents 
with a traffic problem in their street are encouraged to sign 
the Pace Car Pledge. They promise to drive within the speed 
limit, stop to let pedestrians cross and minimize their car use. 
They put a Pace Car sticker on the back of their car so that the 
motorists behind know why they are driving courteously. 
 
Install Traffic Calming: Work with SDOT to determine the most 
appropriate engineering solutions to reduce vehicle speeds 
along 42nd Ave S.  
 
Support Policy Change: The Neighborhood Safe Speeds Bill 
(SHB 1217) makes safer streets and neighborhoods by 
allowing cities and towns the authority to set speed limits to 
20 miles per hour on nonarterial streets. It does not mandate 
any change, it simply provides cities and towns the local 
control to do so. The bill received unanimous support from 
the State House of Representatives and now needs to be 
moved through the Senate. Community members can talk to 
their representative and make it clear that this bill would 
support their community. See Appendix for more details 
about this bill. 
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Crossing North/South across S Genesee St 
(#14/17):  
Many students cross S Genesee St north/south at Cascadia 
Ave S as well as at 42nd Ave S.  S Genesee St is a high-volume 
arterial with consistent traffic flow at most times of the day. 
There is an adult crossing guard at S Genesee St and Cascadia 
during school arrival and dismissal times. In addition to the 
crossing guard in the mornings and afternoons, sightlines are 
better at Cascadia Ave S than they are at 42nd Ave S. While it 
may seem inconvenient to walk Cascadia Ave students and 
community members should be encouraged to do so.  
 
Educate Students, and Provide Pedestrian Flags: Work with 
Feet First to install pedestrian crossing flags at S Genesee St 
and Cascadia St S. Encourage and education students how and 
when to use pedestrian flags properly. Many students use the 
crossing at S 42nd St even though it is a less ideal location to 
cross. Work as part of the SRTS education component to 

encourage students to use the crossing at 
S Genesee St and Cascadia St S.  
 
Work with property owners on the 
corner of 42nd Ave S and S Genesee St on 
the NW corner of the street to maintain 
sidewalk vegetation.  

 
Figure 7 – Example of a 
pedestrian flag bucket. 

Figure 8 – Hawthorne students participate in walking audit.  
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Walking Audit Report Summary  
 
Through the efforts of the Hawthorne PTA, community 
members, school staff, Feet First, and the Washington 
Department of Transportation, the Safe the Routes to School 
program is well under way at Hawthorne Elementary. This 
walking audit report outlines top recommendations to 
improve both the physical and cultural barriers to walking in 
the Hawthorn neighborhood. Making it safe for elementary 
school children to walk and bike to school relies on addressing 
barriers from all angles. Using a combination of education, 
encouragement, enforcement, and engineering approaches, 
the walking and biking environment at Hawthorne Elementary 
can be greatly improved over the next eighteen months. 
Recommendations from the Feet First walking audit should be 
incorporated into future work with SDOT’s Safe Routes to 
School program as well as into education and encouragement 
programs.   
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Contacts & Project Information 

 
For more information about this report, Washington State 
Department of Transportation Safe Routes to School Grants, 
or Feet First, please contact: 
 
Gia Clark 
Tel: 206.652.2310 x 3 
gia@feetfirst.org 
 
Jen Cole, Safe Routes to School Program Director 
Tel: 206.652.2310 x 2 
jen@feetfirst.org 
 
Lisa Quinn, Executive Director 
Tel: 206.652.2310 x 6 
lisa@feetfirst.org 
 
Feet First 
314 1st Ave S 
Seattle, WA 98104 
 
Feet First is recognized  501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Feet First 
promotes walkable communities through advocacy, community organizing, 
research, and education. 

 

mailto:gia@feetfirst.org
mailto:jen@feetfirst.org
mailto:lisa@feetfirst.org


 

Appendix I 
Participant List 
 
Name Affiliation 
Ed Noonan Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Pete Intravartolo Hawthorne Elementary, PTA President 
Jason Intravartolo Hawthorne Elementary Student 
Claudia Ender Hawthorne Elementary Parent 
Jenny Almgren Cascade Bicycle Club, SRTS Americorps Intern 

Brian Dougherty City of Seattle, Department of Transportation, 
SRTS Coordinator 

Laura Ruchinskas City of Seattle, Department of Transportation, 
SRTS Intern 

Gia Clark Feet First, Active Communities Mapping 
Specialist 

Jen Cole Feet First, SRTS Program Manager 
Kristin Mehus-Roe Hawthorne Elementary Parent 
Susan Moore Hawthorne Elementary Parent 
Elizabeth Holham Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Laura Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
John Levytsky Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Zak Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
John A Elliot Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Marcella Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Aimee Hirabiyashi Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Mathew Lamb Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
BJ Haberkorn Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Virginia Bing Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Karen Rosenberg Hawthorne Elementary Parent 
Jack Rutherford Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Joe Fugere Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Jeff Lewis Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Suan Chory Hawthorn Elementary Community Member 

Name Affiliation 
Victor Bello Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Mark and Janie Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Juanita Garrison Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Rhonda Smith Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 
Juli and Jeff Hawthorne Elementary Community Member 



 

Appendix II 
Weeds and Vegetation Safety Bulletin  
City of Seattle Department of Planning and 
Development Code of Compliance Division  
(206) 615-0808 
 
Go to City of Seattle 
Department of Planning and Development 
Choose  Compliance and download the bulletin. 
(www.seattle.gov/dpd/cms/groups/pan/@pan/
documents/web_informational/dpdp018932.pd
f)  

http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/cms/groups/pan/@pan/documents/web_informational/dpdp018932.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/cms/groups/pan/@pan/documents/web_informational/dpdp018932.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/cms/groups/pan/@pan/documents/web_informational/dpdp018932.pdf
http://www.seattle.gov/dpd/cms/groups/pan/@pan/documents/web_informational/dpdp018932.pdf


 

 

Appendix III 
Safe Speeds Bill



 

Appendix IV - Addendum Letter Hawthorne Community Meeting – August 6th  
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Walking Audit Field Notes 
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Observations Recommendations Image

1
School 
Grounds

x x x x x

The pick-up and drop-off procedures at 
this school are not separated. Bus riders, 
walkers, bikers and individuals traveling 
by private vehicle are all centered on the 
east side entrance of the school on 
Cascadia Ave S. Participants noted that a 
few years ago a student was crossing 
Cascadia mid block and was hit by a car. 
It is common for students and adults to 
cross midblock during the pick-up and 
drop-off. Many parents picking up 
students park facing the wrong direction 
and/or double park. It was also noted 
that in the evenings, particularly during 
the winter when the sun sets early, there 
is poor lighting near the school area 
making it more difficult to see 
pedestrians.

Feet First is currently working to 
evaluate and analyze behavior 
patterns of the pick-up and drop-
off procedures. This evaluation 
process will be followed by a 
period of discussion on how best 
to address the safety issues. 
Please keep an eye out for further 
information from Feet First 
regarding the school circulation 
plan.  Contact Jen Cole, SRTS 
Director at Feet First with any 
questions or concerns by calling 
(206) 652-2310 x 2 or emailing 
jen@feetfirst.org.

Hawthorne Elementary
Feet First + Safe Routes to School
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Hawthorne Elementary
Feet First + Safe Routes to School

2
41st Ave S/S 
Dakota St

x

On the north side of S Dakota there is no 
sidewalk between 41st and 42nd. In 
addition there is a large bush right on the 
NE corner of S Dakota and 41s Ave S that 
blocks a driver’s ability to see 
Southbound traffic or pedestrians. It 
seems like the bush is planted in the right 
a way of where a sidewalk should be. 

Reaching out to the home owner 
requesting removal of the bush 
would be a good first step 
towards improving sightlines for 
both pedestrians and drivers.
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Hawthorne Elementary
Feet First + Safe Routes to School

3
Cascadia Ave 
S/S Dakota St

x

There is a crosswalk for E/W crossings on 
the south side of the intersection as well 
as a N/S crossing on the east side of the 
intersection. However there are no stop 
signs associated with these crosswalks. 
Pedestrian crossing signs are also 
installed. However, many participants 
noted that because of poor sight lines 
and fast driver speeds, the intersection 
still does not feel very safe. Additionally, 
this intersection is heavily used during 
the pick-up and drop-off times, the 
crosswalk is routinely blocked by cars. 
Drivers park in the 'no parking' zone 
which is clearly marked. U-turns are 
common as well and the whole area and 
can quickly get congested with vehicle 
traffic.

Work with SDOT to determine the 
most appropriate solution for 
traffic calming. It may be possible 
to extend the curb to help 
prevent cars from parking in the 
crosswalk. Work to remind 
Hawthorn Elementary parents to 
yield to pedestrians when driving 
or simply park and walk their 
student to school. Long term 
options may include the 
installation crosswalks on the 
remaining two crossing locations 
or to paint the school mascot 
onto the intersection as if it were 
a traffic circle. 
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Hawthorne Elementary
Feet First + Safe Routes to School

3
Cascadia Ave 
S/S Dakota St

x

There is no curb on the SE corner of this 
intersection. Water and trash often 
accumulate in this area. Drivers often will 
park at this spot when waiting for 
students. This reduces sight lines for both 
pedestrians and other drivers. 

Work with SDOT to determine if 
this section of curb can be 
improved. Work with Feet First to 
devise an new pick-up and drop-
off procedure that prevents 
parents from parking in this 
location during pick-up and drop-
off.

3
Cascadia Ave 
S/S Dakota St

x

Participants noted that the NE corner of 
this intersection is one of the most 
problematic intersections close to the 
school. There is no sidewalk and 
pedestrians often walk in the westbound 
lane of traffic. In particular it was noted 
that drivers often park in this area 
blocking both visibility for pedestrians as 
well as access. 

Work with SDOT to determine if 
this space could be used for 
something other than parking or 
if parking can be adjusted to 
angle parking. Install parking stop 
blocks or a planter to ensure that 
a walking area is maintained by 
identifying the area where cars 
should be parked. 
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3
Cascadia Ave 
S/S Dakota St

x x

It was noted that the large retaining wall 
on the NE corner could be put to better 
use. Student participants and adults on 
the walking audit all felt as though a 
community mural would be a great 
addition to this wall. 

Hawthorne community members 
can approach the property owner 
for support in creating a 
community  mural on the wall. 
Work with the SRTS grant 
funders, Feet First, and 
Hawthorne Elementary students 
and staff to design and install a 
SRTS mural.

4
S Dakota St/ 
39th Ave S

x x

Crosswalks are in good condition and are 
accompanied with up to date pedestrian 
signs. There are no other traffic calming 
measures at this location.

This intersection is a great 
location to practice safe walking 
education programs for students 
and community members. Work 
with Feet First and the 
Hawthorne PE teachers to 
conduct safety education.
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5

S Dakota St 
between 39th 
Ave S and 38th 
Ave S

x

The corner house on south side of S 
Dakota St in the 3800 block often has 
these two cars parked out front of the 
house. This arrangement reduces 
sightlines for drivers turning in and out of 
the alley creating possible conflict with 
pedestrians on the sidewalk.

Community members should 
approach the property owners to 
request one of these two vehicles 
be parked elsewhere on the 
street. This is a great opportunity 
to spread the word about the 
SRTS grant and the Hike and Bike 
program at Hawthorne.
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6
38th Ave S/S 
Dakota St

x x

Drivers tend to travel above the posted 
speed limit. The school zone does not 
extend to 38th so it is possible that many 
drivers are unaware that they are near a 
school. While there are pedestrian 
crossing signs, there are no stop signs for 
drivers traveling N/S making it difficult 
for pedestrians to cross. "Here comes a 
speeding car! Whoa! Speeders" (Jason - 
Hawthorne Elementary student) 

Community members should 
work with Feet First to install a 
pedestrian flag bucket at this 
location. Feet First and the 
community can encourage SDOT 
to reduce speed traffic along 38th 
through engineering solutions. 
Additionally, ask for support from 
the Seattle Police Department to 
monitor this location for speeding 
and begin an enforcement and 
education campaign for drivers to 
comply with posted speed limits.
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7

38th Ave S 
between S 
Dakota St / S 
Andover St

x x

A significant amount of vegetation from 
trees and bushes block visibility and 
sidewalk access for pedestrians on the 
east side of 38th Ave S. Mud and water 
accumulate along the sidewalk making 
the area slippery for walkers.

Work with neighboring property 
owners. Encourage them to trim 
trees and shrubs to increase 
pedestrian more visibility and 
provide pedestrians more room 
on the sidewalks. If the neighbor 
is not responsive the school can 
submit a Citizen Action Request 
to the City of Seattle based on the  
Weeds and Vegetation 
Enforcement Ordinance 122396. 
This ordinance is part of the Clean 
Up Your Act program by the City 
of Seattle. Where violations can 
be anywhere between $150 for 
the first violation and $500 for 
the second. 
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8
38th Ave S/S 
Andover St

x x

Speeds along 38th Ave S are often over 
posted speed limits. There are no stop 
signs for drivers traveling N/S. One 
participant commented "There must be 
hundreds of accident records for this 
intersection. Cars have even flipped and 
landed in neighbors yards." In particular 
this area was noted as being even more 
dangerous for both walkers and drivers 
during at night. Low lighting in the area 
exacerbates the already poor visibility.

Work with Feet First to educate 
and encourage walkers to use the 
crosswalk at 38th Ave S and S 
Dakota St. Encouraging all 
pedestrian traffic to cross at the S 
Dakota St crossing will increase 
frequency and is ultimately a 
safer option for pedestrians than 
installing additional engineering 
solutions at this location. 

9
41st Ave S/S 
Andover St

x

This intersection has been improved with 
curb ramps. It is likely that this 
intersection was improved due to citizen 
request.
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10
42nd Ave S/S 
Andover St

x x x

Vehicles travel above posted speed limits 
along 42nd Ave S during peek commute 
times. Neighbors comment 42nd Ave S is 
a common cut through route for access 
from the restaurants, bars and grocery 
store on Rainier Ave South to the Mt. 
Baker neighborhood. Other participants 
commented that drivers gain speed 
traveling downhill as they head east on S. 
Andover and do not often stop to look 
both ways before turning onto 42nd Ave 
S.

Work with the City of Seattle DOT 
to come up with an appropriate 
solution to reduce the speed of 
right hand turns at this 
intersection as well as slow traffic 
traveling N/S on 42nd Ave S. 

11

42nd Ave S 
and 
connections to 
Genesee Park

x

Genesee Park is very near to Hawthorne 
Elementary and a great community 
resource that many community members 
mentioned that they love and appreciate. 
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12

42nd Ave S 
between S 
Dakota St/S 
Genesee St

x

Fun and creative public art in street 
planting right of way area.

13

42nd Ave S 
between S 
Dakota St/S 
Genesee St

x x

There is overgrown vegetation in a few of 
the yards along this stretch of 42nd Ave 
S. Locals have mentioned that this house 
in particular is known as "The Porch" and 
may have a high rate of drug activity, 
possible squatters. While this is not 
confirmed by Seattle Police Department, 
it is certainly true that the grass provides 
shelter for rats. 

As mentioned in earlier notes, 
this is a possible location to work 
with neighboring property 
owners to encourage them to 
trim trees and shrubs. However, it 
may be more appropriate for the 
Seattle Police Department to 
investigate the potential of this 
house as a drug house. 
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14
42nd Ave S/S 
Genesee St

x x x

This intersection has been retrofitted to 
extend the curb line. However, the sight 
lines are very poor for pedestrians 
crossing south across Genesee from both 
the E and W sides of 42nd. Participants 
noted that it is also difficult for drivers 
traveling west on Genesee to see 
pedestrians. This is a regularly used 
walking route for school field trips to 
Genesee Park. While there is a crosswalk 
at S Genesee St between 43rd Ave S and 
45th Ave S it is quite a walk and many 
people do not always use it.

Work with Seattle DOT and the 
Seattle Police Department to 
ensure that drivers comply with 
posted speed limits through 
enforcement. Walkers and bikers 
should cross at safer crossing 
locations with greater visibility. 
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14
42nd Ave S/S 
Genesee St

x x x

Sightline issues are compounded by an 
overgrown planting strip on the NW 
corner of the intersection as well as the 
trees on the NE corner.

Work with neighboring property 
owners. Encourage them to trim 
trees and shrubs to increase 
pedestrian more visibility and 
provide pedestrians more room 
on the sidewalks. If the neighbor 
is not responsive the school can 
submit a Citizen Action Request 
to the City of Seattle based on the  
Weeds and Vegetation 
Enforcement Ordinance 122396. 
This ordinance is part of the Clean 
Up Your Act program by the City 
of Seattle. Where violations can 
be anywhere between $150 for 
the first violation and $500 for 
the second. 
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15
42nd Ave S/S 
Oregon St

x x

The streets come together at an angle 
allowing drivers to maintain fast speeds 
when turning. This is a great through 
route for people walking and biking to 
get to light rail. Many community 
members and visitors alike may not know 
about the close proximity of the 
Columbia City center and light rail as 
there is lack of way finding in this area. It 
was noted that S Angeline St between 
Rainier and 43rd has traffic circles that 
seem to reduce speed and help navigate 
a few of the odd angle intersections.

Provide way finding to the 
Columbia City light rail station. 
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16 S Genesee St

x x

The north side of Genesee between 41st 
Ave S and Cascadia Ave S has overgrown 
vegetation infringing on the sidewalk as 
well as the bus stop. One participant 
noted that she and her son ride bikes to 
and from school and would like the 
vegetation cut back to make it easier to 
ride.

Work with neighboring property 
owners. Encourage them to trim 
trees and shrubs to increase 
pedestrian more visibility and 
provide pedestrians more room 
on the sidewalks. If the neighbor 
is not responsive the school can 
submit a Citizen Action Request 
to the City of Seattle based on the  
Weeds and Vegetation 
Enforcement Ordinance 122396. 
This ordinance is part of the Clean 
Up Your Act program by the City 
of Seattle. Where violations can 
be anywhere between $150 for 
the first violation and $500 for 
the second. 
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17
Cascadia Ave 
S/ S Genesee 
St

x

Driver speed along Genesee often feels 
faster than necessary particularly as 
pedestrians try to cross Genesee N/S. 
Lots of people walk along Cascadia, 
crossing Genesee, to get to the Rainier 
community center, post office, park and 
access to Columbia City. A paid adult 
crossing guard is here in the morning and 
afternoon. It was also observed that 
Cascadia street width has been increased 
near the school due to the removal of 
the planting strip. 

Work with Feet First and 
Hawthorne Elementary staff to 
address pick-up and drop-off 
circulation patterns that may be 
feeding into unnecessary traffic 
turning onto Cascadia Ave S. 
Work with Feet First to install 
pedestrian crossing flags at this 
location to assist with crossing at 
all times of day. Work the SDOT 
to replace the planting strip near 
the school. Additionally, installing 
way finding signs and route maps 
may encourage more people to 
walk.
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18
S Genesee 
St/38th Ave S

x

38th Ave S is a busy arterial street with 
sidewalks on both the east and west 
sides of the road. Bikers frequently use 
the designated bike lane. Drivers often 
exceed posted speed limit signs. 
Participants noted that while walking 
along the sidewalks N/S feels safe, 
crossing E/W at any point along this 
stretch of road can feel dangerous. The 
same cars that tend to buffer the 
pedestrian along the stretch of road are 
often parked close to intersections 
reducing visibility for pedestrians as well 
as for drivers.

Work with SDOT and the Seattle 
Police Department to create 
engineering and/or enforcement 
practices that will encourage 
drivers to slow down. 
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19

38th Ave S 
between S 
Genesee St 
and S Dakota 
St

The sidewalk on the east side of 38th Ave 
S has a significant amount of vegetation 
from trees and bushes blocking both 
visibility and sidewalk access for 
pedestrians.

Work with neighboring property 
owners. Encourage them to trim 
trees and shrubs to increase 
pedestrian more visibility and 
provide pedestrians more room 
on the sidewalks. If the neighbor 
is not responsive the school can 
submit a Citizen Action Request 
to the City of Seattle based on the  
Weeds and Vegetation 
Enforcement Ordinance 122396. 
This ordinance is part of the Clean 
Up Your Act program by the City 
of Seattle. Where violations can 
be anywhere between $150 for 
the first violation and $500 for 
the second. 
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20
general 
comment

x

It was suggested that the designated 
school zone should be extended to 
include a larger portion of the 
neighborhood. Seattle Municipal Code 
11.52.100,  states the speed zone at the 
crosswalk shall extend 300 feet in either 
direction from the marked crosswalk, 
and the school or playground zone may 
extend 300 feet from the border of the 
school or playground.

Work with Seattle DOT and 
Washington Department of 
Transportation to determine how 
to extend school zone policy. 
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