
increase funding for WSDOT’s Safe 
Routes to Schools program
Introduced in the 2013 regular session, Senate Bill 5506 requires 

dedication of at least $10.4 million to the Safe Routes to School 

program each biennium.  The federal funds must come half from the 

Transportation Alternative program and half from the Highway Safety 

Improvement program. 

•	Since its inception in 2005, this program provides technical 

assistance and resources to cities, counties, school districts, and 

state agencies for efforts to encourage more children walking and 

bicycling to school safely. 

•	This Safe Routes to Schools program funds small-scale capital 

improvements to improve safety near schools such as sidewalks, 

traffic calming, and road crossings.  It also provides assistance to 

municipalities for enforcing school zone safety through efforts such 

as crossing guards, neighborhood watch programs, vehicle speed 

feedback signs, and law enforcement assistance.
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Feet First promotes walkable 

communities and envisions people 

walking every day for their health, 

transportation, environment, 

community, and pleasure.
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•	Lack of physical activity has a terrible impact on 

children’s health, including increased obesity rates.  

Walking to school every day is a great way to give 

students some badly-needed physical activity and 

instills walking as a life-long habit.  A morning walk 

also helps them concentrate better at school.

•	More students must walk to school due to reductions 

in yellow bus service because of funding constraints.  

The Safe Routes to Schools program helps ensure that 

these children can safely walk to school.

•	The need is great.  During the 2011-2013 biennium, 

WSDOT received 124 grant applications totaling $43 

million.  However, due to limited funding it could only 

support 29 grant requests worth $11 million.

•	The Safe Routes to School program gets results.  

Individual projects have increased school walking rates 

by an average of 20 percent.  Motorist speeds and travel 

citations have gone down at participating schools.  A 

total of 75,000 feet of sidewalks near schools have been 

built.  

include pedestrians in any 
statewide transportation 
funding package
If and when the state legislature enacts a new 

transportation funding package, this package must include 

funding for pedestrian improvements and programs.

•	People are walking more, so we need to provide 

them safe pedestrian facilities.  The percentage of 

people walking at least once for ten minutes or more 

in the previous week rose from 56 percent (2005) to 

62 percent (2010).  Nationally, 2.5 percent of workers 

walked to work.

•	Despite the fact that 13.6 percent of Washington traffic 

fatalities are people either walking or biking, the state 

allocates only 0.5 percent of its transportation budget 

towards walking and biking projects.

support adding health as 
a statewide transportation 
system policy goal
House Bill 1233 adds health as a transportation policy goal, 

joining the six existing goals:  mobility, economic vitality, 

safety, preservation, environment, and stewardship.  This 

bill was introduced during the 2013 regular session.

•	Adding health as a goal will require WSDOT to consider 

the health implications of its actions.  It will also 

require the Office of Financial Management to establish 

objectives and performance measures and issue 

regular progress reports.

•	Research shows that how the transportation system 

is built affects health.  A well-designed system allows 

people to walk in their own communities, helping 

prevent chronic disease and improving health.  

However, a poorly-designed system takes away people’s 

ability to walk, thereby contributing to poor health.

•	This bill will not force anyone out of their car; it will 

merely help ensure that those who want to walk can do 

so.  The choices people make are based on the choices 

that they have; adding health as a policy goal will 

expand people’s choices.
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Cover photo of pedestrian flag bucket installation near Seattle’s Dearborn Elementary 
School by Bonnie Loshbaugh.
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reform the rules of the road 
requirement that pedestrians 
completely leave the roadway 
every time a car approaches
Current state law (RCW 46.61.250) requires pedestrians 

walking along roadways lacking sidewalk to move 

completely off the roadway when cars approach.  Feet First 

advocates changing this law to only require pedestrians to 

yield the right –of-way by moving to the extreme side of the 

road.

•	Requiring pedestrians to completely leave the roadway 

is unnecessary and unreasonable.  Almost all low-

traffic volume rural and residential streets have ample 

room for a car to pass a pedestrian on the paved 

surface.

•	Unpaved roadway shoulders are usually a poor place 

to walk; often they are unsafe.  These shoulders 

frequently feature mud puddles, drainage ditches, 

uneven surfaces, and steep embankments.  Forcing 

people to walk here unfairly punishes them for the 

lack of an adequate pedestrian walkway and further 

discourages them from walking.

•	People with disabilities are often unable to completely 

and safely remove themselves from the paved roadway 

surface.

•	The states of New York and Wisconsin have already 

reformed their own laws to allow walkers to stay in the 

roadway provided they make way for vehicles.
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Above photo of 2013 Safe Speeds Bill signing by Bicycle Alliance of Washington.


