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Roxhill Elementary School
Safe Routes to School Program
Seattle, WA

Description and purpose
Roxhill Elementary is a vibrant public school in the southwest corner 

of Seattle. It is located at the intersection of 30th Avenue SW and SW 

Roxbury Street, a busy arterial at the city boundary. The surrounding 

area is comprised of single-family residences with some multi-family 

complexes to the east and a neighborhood park and shopping center to 

the north. The Roxhill student body reflect the diversity and cultures of 

the neighborhood. About thirty two percent of students speak languages 

other than English in their home and eighteen percent of the students are 

enrolled in a special education programs housed at the school.

The education and encouragement programs at the school emphasize 

parent engagement, Walking School Buses, bicycle safety education, and 

student safety during arrival and dismissal times. Extra steps are taken 

to engage all students and families through encouragement efforts, 

including those living outside of the school walk boundary and those 

enrolled in special education.
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Case Study

The Walkable Washington 
program grew out of the Feet 
First Cities Program. It showcases 
exceptional pedestrian-oriented 
improvements, community 
groups and outreach programs; 
maintains a statewide network 
for key contacts and stakeholders 
including an annual symposium; 
and provides assistance with Safe 
Routes to School, walking audits 
and other educational activities 
and programs.

Walkable 
Washington

Safe Routes to School (SRTS) is a 
growing movement to encourage 
and support active commuting 
by school children and families. 
At the intersection of public 
health, public safety, education, 
and transportation, SRTS helps 
communities make it safer, easier, 
and more common for children to 
walk or bike to school. Safe Routes 
to School solutions are multi-
faceted and can be categorized 
into the “5 E’s”: Education, 
Encouragement, Enforcement, 
Engineering, and Evaluation.
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Costs and funding  
Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) improved 

crosswalks, sidewalks, and signage to provide a safer 

street environment for Roxhill’s children and families. The 

construction cost of the Roxhill Elementary SRTS project 

was $ 564,000.

Implementation time-frame
SDOT received a comprehensive grant from the Washington 

State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) that was 

active from August 2012 through June 2014.

Community involvement
Safe Routes to School programs take different shapes 

according to the needs and goals of each community. 

At Roxhill, community involvement and parent/guardian 

leadership were key to the success of the program. The 

White Center Community Development Association (CDA), 

a local program partner dedicated to helping parents 

and guardians get involved in their children’s education, 

identified parent leaders for the program. Feet First 

engaged the growing team to plan encouragement and 

education programs that suited the needs and goals of the 

families. 

Walking School Buses1  became the program hallmark. 

Fifteen parents were trained as Walking School Bus 

leaders, and a “Fuel Free Fridays” encouragement 

campaign was sustained throughout the year. On any given 

Friday, up to seventy children and parents could be seen 

walking in groups to the school. A local childcare center 

was included in the Walking School Bus network.

The SRTS program coincided with efforts on the part of 

the Roxhill administration to strengthen and diversify 

the school PTA. PTA President, Alejandra Diaz explained 

that the SRTS program gave a focus that made it easy for 

families to get involved. Planned activities like the walking 

audit, walking school buses, and arrival and departure 

observations provided specific and well-defined invitations 

for family involvement. The family-powered walking 

campaign remains strong at Roxhill, and parent leaders 

have pledged to continue “Fuel Free Fridays” into the 

future.

Benefits and results
Over the course of the Safe Routes to School grant 

program, Roxhill Elementary has seen children walking 

to school independently and as part of Walking School 

Buses, especially on “Fuel Free Fridays.” Most importantly, 

during the grant period parents’ attitudes toward walking 

and biking to school improved significantly.  Roxhill will 

continue “Fuel Free Fridays” next school year with strong 

support of the Principal and her staff.

Walkable Washington

1.  It has been said that a walking school bus is the perfect 
‘vehicle’ to connect parents and schools. Rather than dropping 
students off curb-side, or waving to them as they get on the 
bus, the walking or cycling parent is more likely to enter the 
front door, chat with other parents, and make connections 
with school staff. So in many important ways, the White Center 
Community Development Association’s Family Connections 
model is a wonderful fit for Safe Routes to School program.

Parents reporting 
that the school 
“encourages” or 
“strongly encourages” 
children to walk or bike 
to school

Parents reporting 
that it is “fun” 
or “very fun” for 
children to walk or 
bike to school

Parents reporting 
that it is “healthy” 
or “very healthy” for 
children to walk or 
bike to school

What Do Parents Say?
Survey of Parental Attitudes toward Biking and Walking
Pre- and Post-program results
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Project Contacts
Brian Dougherty

    SRTS Coordinator, Seattle Department of Transportation

brian.dougherty@seattle.gov

206.684.5124

Ashley Harris

    Associate Transportation Planner, 

   Seattle Department of Transportation

ashley.harris@seattle.gov

206.652.2310

Jen Cole

    Safe Routes to School Program Director, Feet First

jen@feetfirst.org

206.652.2310

Resources
SRTS Walking Audits, Roxhill Elementary, Feet First  

http://www.feetfirst.org/what-we-do/walking-audits

Seattle Public School, Roxhill Elementary

http://roxhilles.seattleschools.org/

Date: September 2, 2014


