
Bellevue Transit Master Plan
Bellevue, WA

Description and purpose
The Bellevue Transit Master Plan (TMP) is a comprehensive 20-year plan 

that maps out a transit system to meet Bellevue’s transit needs through 

2030. It includes short and long-term policies as well as programs 

aiming to foster a high-quality transit system that effectively connects 

residents, employees, and visitors with the places they want to go (TMP 

Executive Summary).  The Transit Master Plan comprises three major 

elements that help to summarize the two-year long planning, Policy, 

Service, and Capital. The Policy element addresses transit initiatives, 

comprehensive plan, land use codes, subarea plans, and functional 

plans. The Service element evaluates existing and future conditions, and 

presents route-level service network proposals that are responsive to 

different financial scenarios. The Capital element discusses appropriate 

land uses, ways to connects pedestrians and bicycles to the transit 

network, provision of convenient transit stops and commuter parking 

facilities, and maintenance of any other infrastructure that supports 

efficient and reliable operations. 
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Feet First promotes walkable 

communities and envisions people 

walking every day for their health, 

transportation, environment, 

community, and pleasure.
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The Walkable Washington 

program grew out of the Feet 

First Cities Program. It showcases 

execeptional pedestrian-oriented 
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groups, and outreach programs; 

maintains a statewide network for 

key contacts, and stakeholders 

including an annual symposium; 
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Routes to School, walking audits, 

and other educational activities, 

and programs. 
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Through identifying service and capital investment 
priorities, the city hopes to leverage additional transit 
investments to and from Bellevue, and provide land 
uses that maximize existing transit facility investments. 
Moreover, the city strives to improve the cost-efficiency of 
bus services and increase long-term ridership. 

Overall, the Bellevue Transit Master Plan will be a tool to 
better align with King County Metro’s focus on creating 
a more productive transit system, and to provide a real 
change to the transportation in the city of Bellevue.  
 
Costs and funding  
The TMP provides a realistic perspective on anticipated 
financial uncertainties by carefully evaluating investment 
trade-offs and identifying the highest priority transit 
improvements to advance incrementally toward Bellevue’s 
2030 Growing Resources target.

Implementation time-frame
The TMP is a two-year long planning process, which 
includes reviewing existing and future conditions, 
conducting community outreach to support the plan, and 
coming up with City’s service plan and capital visions for 
transit in Bellevue. The project principles were laid down in 
July, 2012. 

Community involvement
Input for the TMP was obtained from the community 
through a variety of means, and it provided direction for 
the Policy, Service, and Capital Elements. These methods 
include Transit Improvement Survey, Coach Operator 
Outreach, and public hearings. To obtain inputs from non-
native English speakers, people with disabilities, students 
and other members of the community, the city incorporated 
mailing and physical distribution of flyers, webpage 
postings, email announcements, video broadcast, and in-
person interviews. Business and organizations were able 
to provide their views through letters and public meetings 
held throughout the plan’s development. The city’s 
transportation department also held workshops to obtain 
the voices of city board and commission members, transit 
agency representative, and other community stakeholders. 

Through hearing a wide range of perspectives, the city 
came up with opportunities and limitations of the transit 
systems, and the trade-offs among competing service and 
capital investment decisions.

Benefits and results
The new Transit Master Plan is expected to guide Bellevue’s 
improvements to create a transit system that is fast, 
reliable, safe, comfortable and accessible for all users.  By 
framing three time horizons and three funding scenarios, 
identifying trade-offs, and focusing productive services, the 
plan ensures a vision that is achievable.  The plan supports 
the goals of providing more frequent all-day service to 
a greater percentage of Bellevue’s population and jobs, 
improving transit travel time, and increasing ridership. 
On a closer look, the plan also analyzes the importance of 
providing an accessible pedestrian network as an essential 
component of a useful transit system: In the Capital 
Analysis section of the plan, the city presents a first-level 
of screening for identifying pedestrian and bicycle projects 
that should be considered a priority from the perspective 
of transit. Overall, the Belleuve Transit Master Plan 
established more rigorous analysis that will help simplify 
complex accessibility metrics. Through this metrics, the city 
will look to prioritize non-motorized projects based on the 
degree of ability to improve transit.    

Project Contacts
Franz Loewenherz
    Senior Transportation Planner, City of Bellevue

Floewenherz@bellevuewa.gov
(425)452-4077

Resources
Bellevue Transit Master Plan
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/bellevue-transit-plan.htm 
http://www.ci.bellevue.wa.us/pdf/Transportation/
BellevueTransitMasterPlan_20140707.pdf

Bellevue Transit Planning Official Page
http://www.ci.bellevue.wa.us/transit-master-plan.htm

Bellevue Transit Master Plan Executive Summary 
http://www.ci.bellevue.wa.us/pdf/Transportation/
TMPExecutiveSummaryBrochure_20140707.pdf
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