
Guidelines to Establish a Walking School Bus (WSB) 

A Walking School Bus (WSB) is a group of adults and children who walk together to or from school on a set 

route.  A WSB can be as simple as two families taking turns walking their children to school a couple times a 

week, or more structured to involve many families in the same neighborhood. 

Follow these steps to Walking School Bus success 

1) Prepare.  Choose the best and safest route.  Your school district may provide walk route 

maps and other resources to help.  Walk the route at least once with your children 

before you start, considering carefully where you will cross busy intersections. 

 

2) Set ground rules.  Use the registration form to gather names and contact information 

for your WSB.  Set a meeting place and schedule.  Use an online tool like GMAPS 

PEDOMETER to calculate the length of your WSB route. 

 

 

3) Discuss expectations.  It is very important for the adults and children involved to know 

what to expect of one another.  Here are some suggestions of questions to answer as 

you organize your WSB:  

 What will you do if a leader is unable to make it one day? 

 How will you let people know if a student will be absent? 

 What will you do if someone is late? 

 What behavior is expected of participants?  What will you do if those 

expectations are not met? 

 

4) Keep track of your progress.  Log your activity in a WSB notebook kept at the front 

office, give students individual travel logs, or track total miles walked and create a 

friendly competition between classes.  Visit www.feetfirst.org for resources to create a 

larger Encouragement campaign.   

 

 

Questions?? Contact:       

 

 

http://www.feetfirst.org/


Walking School Bus Registration Sheet 

      

      Walking School Bus Name: 

 

 

  

How long is the walk from start to finish?        

 

 

            Adult Leader’s Name(s)            Address                   Phone #s                                  Email 

    

    

    

          

            Student Name                          Grade        Parent/Guardian               Home #                   Alternate # 

     

     

     

     

     

 

         WSB Schedule 

                      Day(s)                          Time                       Meeting Place                       Leader(s) 

    

    

 

         Our Expectations of One-Another: 


