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BELLEVUE COLLEGE CONNECTOR 
BELLEVUE, WA

DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE: The Bellevue College 
Connector plans to combine regional and local transit 
enhancements with pedestrian, bicycle, and trail 
infrastructure improvements, as well as private and non-
profit investments to improve mobility options and spur 
redevelopment along the I-90 corridor. The Bellevue College 
Connector supports the campus’ evolution and growth as 
well as non-campus connections for commuters to major 
employers in the area. 

The Bellevue College Connector is comprised of two related 
projects which are moving forward concurrently:
1. Improvements to Snoqualmie River Road through the 
Bellevue College campus, including upgraded pavement to 
support buses, an off-street pathway for pedestrians and 
bicyclists, accessible bus stops, and the south entrance 
intersection gateway treatment (with King County Metro and 
Bellevue College);
2. Widened walkways and a pedestrian cover on the 142nd 
Place SE bridge structure in order to help transit patrons 
make protected connections between the Eastgate/I-90 
in-line stop, Eastgate Park & Ride, and Bellevue College 
campus. The bridge structure improvements will also 
facilitate connections to and from the Mountains to Sound 
Greenway Trail at SE 36th Street and 142nd Place SE. The 
142nd Place SE bridge structure improvement is identified 
as a Sound Transit 3 (ST3) System Plan Candidate Project. 
Additional bike routes, sidewalks, and paths throughout the 
area will create a more integrated non-motorized network. 

CASE STUDYWALKABLE 
WASHINGTON 
Transformation towards 

walkability is taking place all over 

the state of Washington. From 

urban, suburban and small town 

initiatives, the program showcases 

the effects of a renewed focus on 

creating great places for people 

to walk. The case studies are 

exceptional projects and programs 

showcasing how cities, counties, 

school districts, and community 

organizations throughout the state 

are making it safer, easier, and 

more inviting for people to walk. 

WHO WE ARE & 
WHAT WE DO
We promote walkable communities 

and empower people throughout 

Washington to connect to the 

world by foot.
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CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS: This project 
is the result of collaboration between many 
organizations that share a desire to maximize 
scarce funds, enhance transit speed, reliability, 
and route directness, and to advance a regionally 
connected Frequent Transit Network. 

COSTS AND FUNDING: The Bellevue College 
Connector maximizes the return on investment 
of existing and anticipated public transportation 
projects in the I-90 corridor by coordinating with 
local and regional transit efforts to identify the 
types of service and capital investments required 
to meet Bellevue’s future mobility needs and 
exploring options to combine resources to 
achieve network objectives. Partners include 
the City of Bellevue, King County Metro, Sound 
Transit, and Bellevue College.

IMPLEMENTATION TIME-FRAME: Over the 
last two years, the City of Bellevue invested 
in planning work for the Bellevue College 
Connector project. The project is currently in 
alternatives analysis and preliminary design 
and engineering; the project is moving toward 
implementation, with agreement by all partners 
required to move forward. 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: Developing 
a successful transit corridor requires new 
funding sources, strong partnerships among 
public agencies, and increased involvement 
of non-profit and private sector entities. To 
this end, the City of Bellevue has partnered 
with Sound Transit, King County Metro, and 
Bellevue College. When partnerships coalesce 

around a project like the Bellevue College 
Connector, opportunities are realized to 
enhance connectivity between different modes 
of transportation and to contribute to a positive 
community identity. 

BENEFITS AND RESULTS: Once built, the 
Bellevue College Connector will improve 
mobility along the north-south High Capacity 
Transit (HCT) corridor through East Bellevue 
between two major Bellevue hubs, Eastgate 
and Crossroads. It will also strengthen 
connections to the broader regional multi-modal 
transportation network, including access to the 
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trail – a 100-mile 
regional trail system that connects the Seattle 
waterfront with Central Washington.

CONTACTS: 
Franz Loewenherz
Senior Transportation Planner, City of Bellevue
FLoewenherz@bellevuewa.gov
425.452.4077

RESOURCES:
https://www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/Transportation/
BellCollConnPamp3-25-14b_final_revised_high_res.pdf
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/PCD/Transportation_
Strategies_Report.pdf
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/Transportation/ped_
bike_plan_2009.pdf
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/Transportation/PBII_
Comprehensive_Scope_of_Work_20150528.pdf
http://www.bellevuewa.gov/pdf/Transportation/
BellevueTransitMasterPlan_20140707.pdf


